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2nd Sunday of Advent ~ 04th December 2011
Fr. Michael writes:   Today we hear the opening of the Gospel of St. Mark, which introduces us to the two great figures that stand at the beginning of the Christian story:- Jesus and John the Baptist.  All four evangelists witness to the truth that you cannot tell the story of Jesus without first speaking about John the Baptist.  It is the towering figure of John that introduces Jesus in his public life and ministry.  John worked no miracles, held no office, belonged to no religious party.  Yet his importance was unique.  Through John the silence of God is broken.  The spirit of prophecy is alive again.  That is why as St. Mark says, “all Judea and all Jerusalem make their way to John: “In him the people discern the living Word of God.
_____________________________________________________________________
Many Thanks Again to the Christmas Fayre Committee, helpers and to all who donated items and attended the Christmas Fayre last Saturday.  A total of £5259.32 was raised towards the refurbishment of our buildings.  A list of prize winners is below:

GRAND DRAW

1st Prize: £250.00 – Lucas

2nd Prize: Dinner for two at Julies – Katy Fullalove

3rd Prize: Lunch at Archangel, Kensington – Ana Godinho

4th Prize: Whole Foods Christmas Hamper – A Williams

5th Prize: Basket of Wines and Spirits – Ashley Imo

6th Prize: Basket of Fruit – L Thornton

£15.00 Voucher at Daunt Book Shop – Ana Godinho

6 Gelato Mio Vouchers – 1193

4 Gelato Mio Vouchers – Deborah Zama

LUCKY PROGRAMME DRAW: Maggie Whiteley

Lists of stalls and amounts made are on the notice board.

Many thanks again to everyone and Well Done!

Congratulations To those baptized into our Church yesterday Emilio Noe and Oliver Sparke.
Advent Afternoon Many thanks to all who helped in the Advent Afternoon for the children yesterday.  A good time was had by all.

Bible Sunday This weekend is Bible Sunday and at all Masses new Readers will be commissioned and existing Readers will be re-commissioned for another year.
Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Next Thursday 08th December is the Feast of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary.  Mass is at 9.30am.  All are welcome followed by Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament until 12noon.
Hand in Hand Coffee Morning Next Friday 09th December is the next Hand in Hand Coffee morning and social in the Parish Centre from 11am to 1pm.  During the morning I will bless the new minibus which Hand in Hand have raised the money and which will be used for many future years to help the elderly and housebound.

Cake Sale There is no cake sale after 10am Mass this morning.  Instead the next cake sale will take place on Sunday 18th December after 10am Mass with a Christmas flavour.  All donations of cakes etc welcome for that day and you can buy in time for Christmas.

Ten Ten Theatre The professional theatre company, are presenting their new play for the whole family, “Called Up”, at the Leicester Square Theatre on Saturday 10th December at 11.30am and 1.30pm.  Set at the outbreak of World War Two, we follow the story of Arthur who is evacuated to the countryside and is challenged to respond to his “calling” in life.  The play explores the theme of change and vocation and provides the whole family with stimulating opportunity to share faith during this period of Advent.  Tickets are limited so early booking is advisable.  “The theatre company have achieved a reputation for excellence and meaningful work which other companies strive for and rarely achieve,” The Catholic Times. For tickets phone 08448733433 or visit the website www.tententheatre.co.uk
Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
09.30  Felicita Visda (Bday Int)
Tues.
18.00 James Hennessy (RIP-Anniv)
(St. Nicholas, bishop)

Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(St. Ambrose, bishop & doctor of the church)
Thurs.
09.30 Bishop John Crowley
(The Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary)

Fri.
09.30 Neilly and Bridget McGee (RIP)
(St. Juan Diego Cuauhlatoatzin)

Sat.
09.30 Helena Olive (RIP)
18.0  Selina Camacho (Recently Deceased)
Sunday 11th December 2011
10.00 Patrick John Muldoon (RIP)
11.30 People of the Parish
18.00 Bernardo Rocha Afonso (Recently Deceased)
Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: A Paiva, J Orti (SWAP) 
Church Cleaning: Team F Mercy-James
Hand in Hand: E Prosser & M McGrath (Sat) L Nash & P Spain (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: S Ungsal, Y Niguas, MA Comeda
11.30am:  M Sinel, D Baladhay, M Quejado
London Citizens Events

London Citizens AGM, 7th December, 2-5pm. London’s Living Room, City Hall, The Queens Walk, London SE1 2AA. Every institution to send representatives.

Our Stories, Our Streets, Our London, 15th December, 10am-4pm. Starting with a seasonal pageant from Whitechapel and finishing with an assembly in Hackney at 2.30pm.  Speak to your organiser if interested.
Mayoral Issues Workshop, 08th January 2012, 2-7pm.  Speak to your organizer if interested.

Mayoral Accountability Assembly, 26th April 2012, 7-9pm. Put the date in your diary! (this will be a ticketed event only for member institutions)

Confirmation Programme In January we begin our Parish Programme for those in Year 10 and above of secondary school.  If you would like to join and be confirmed in your faith next June in our Parish then please write to me giving me your name, address, email, telephone number, date of birth, school and the reasons that you would like to be prepared for Confirmation. This preparation is only for parishioners of St. Francis and the last day for candidates to apply will be next Saturday 10th December 2011.
First Holy Communion Parents The next parent’s talks for First Holy Communion children will take place on Monday 16th January at 7.45pm in the Church.  This will be on “The Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  All parents should attend.

Christmas Envelopes Are available this weekend.  These are for your personal gifts to the priest of the Parish.  This with the Easter Collections and stole fees make up the priest’s yearly salary.  If you are away over Christmas you may wish to drop it in beforehand.
Looking for For our fortnightly 6pm Sunday evening Mass we need another guitarist and a violinist.  Please contact Jonathan on 07725973047 if you can help.

Parish Carol Service This Year’s Parish Carol Service will take place next Sunday 11th December at 7.30pm in the Church.  All our music groups will take part.  This will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies served by the St. Francis Women’s Group.  All are welcome to attend particularly all the children of the Parish.

Christmas Reconciliation Service On Monday 19th December at 7.30pm in the Church we have our Parish Reconciliation with Bishop John Arnold and four priests.  During the Service you will be invited to the front to tell your sins and receive Absolution.  Please keep that evening free and tell members of your family.  It is a marvellous way to prepare for Christmas.

Christmas Cards Will be on sale after the Sunday morning Masses in the Parish Centre. These will be in aid of our Refurbishment Fund.

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes On Saturday 11th February 2012 at 2pm in Westminster Cathedral the Archbishop will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes with Mass.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered during the Mass by the Archbishop and Auxiliary Bishops.  If you know of anyone sick or infirm who would like to participate please give the name, contact details and helpers name and details to Paula, the Parish Administrator ASAP.
Exhibition The artist Greg Tricker’s recent exhibition has recently been at Westminster Cathedral.  The exhibition “Sacred Light” with stained glass, paintings, sculpture and woodcuts has now moved to Piano Nobile, 129 Portland Road, where it will run until 10th December.  All are welcome to attend.
Baptism Parishioners who want to have their children baptised in our Parish are asked to attend a Baptismal Course. The next planned courses will be on Saturdays  07th January 2012 and 25th February 2012 from 2pm – 4pm. Please pick up a pack from the Parish Administrator, your forms will need to be completed and returned in advance of the course to guarantee your place. Spaces are limited. 
Electric Hostess Trolley Wanted to buy for use in the presbytery for meetings of priests and deanery occasions.  Please contact Father Michael on telephone or email.

Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £694.00 Envelopes, £587.50 Loose. Total £1281.50
Many Thanks.
Have a good week. 
Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








