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3rdSunday of Advent ~ 11th December 2011
Fr. Michael writes:   John the Baptist is one of the most important figures of this Advent season, so much so, that he dominates the liturgy of last Sunday and this.  There he stands, between the Old and the New Testaments, the heir to all the promises made by God to the People of Israel, the first to recognize their fulfillment in the person of Jesus.  In our Church, in our society, we desperately need our John the Baptists today – those who clearly recognise the person and work of Christ and who bring others to Him.  Like John the Baptist himself, such people will not necessarily get a warm welcome.  They are required to proclaim the truth about our faith, about our morals.  Not everyone finds that easy.  And like John the Baptist, they are required to acknowledge their own limitations – the message is more important than the messenger.  We pray God may raise up such courageous servants of the Gospel in the Church today.
_____________________________________________________________________
Congratulations To Laura Healy and Michael Connaughton who were married in our Church yesterday. 

Congratulations To those baptised into our Church yesterday Harry Milson, Emilie Milson and Zaire Musa.
Parish Carol Service This evening at 7.30pm we have our Parish Carol Service here in the Church.  It is a lovely way to prepare for Christmas.  Mulled wine and mince pies will follow in the Parish Centre.

Confirmation Programme In January we begin our Parish Programme for those in Year 10 and above of secondary school.  If you would like to join and be confirmed in your faith next June in our Parish then please write to me giving me your name, address, email, telephone number, date of birth, school and the reasons that you would like to be prepared for Confirmation. This preparation is only for parishioners of St. Francis and the last day for candidates to apply was Saturday 10th December 2011. If however you have not yet applied, then you may send your letter to me within the next couple of days, otherwise you will be too late.

Nativity Play Next Sunday after 11.30am Mass the First Holy Communion children will be doing their Nativity Play in the Church.  All our welcome to attend.
Christmas Reconciliation Service On Monday 19th December at 7.30pm in the Church we have our Parish Reconciliation with Bishop John Arnold and four priests.  During the Service you will be invited to the front to tell your sins and receive Absolution.  Please keep that evening free and tell members of your family.  It is a marvellous way to prepare for Christmas.

Christmas Cards Will be on sale after the Sunday morning Masses in the Parish Centre. These will be in aid of our Refurbishment Fund.

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes On Saturday 11th February 2012 at 2pm in Westminster Cathedral the Archbishop will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes with Mass.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered during the Mass by the Archbishop and Auxiliary Bishops.  If you know of anyone sick or infirm who would like to participate please give the name, contact details and helpers name and details to Paula, the Parish Administrator ASAP.

First Holy Communion Parents The next parent’s talks for First Holy Communion children will take place on Monday 16th January at 7.45pm in the Church.  This will be on “The Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  All parents should attend.

Christmas Envelopes Are available this weekend.  These are for your personal gifts to the priest of the Parish.  This with the Easter Collections and stole fees make up the priest’s yearly salary.  If you are away over Christmas you may wish to drop it in beforehand.
Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
09.30  Elia Sedda (Get Well Soon)
(Our Lady of Guadalupe)

Tues.
18.00 Rosemary Hornsby (RIP-1st Anniv)
(St. Lucy, virgin and matyr)

Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(St. John of the Cross, priest and doctor of the church)
Thurs.
09.30 Margaret Heavey (RIP – Anniv)
Fri.
09.30 Christine Umeh (Private Ints)
Sat.
09.30 Eileen Grant (RIP)
18.0  Bridget McCarthy (RIP)
Sunday 18th December 2011
10.00 Tom & Kathleen Carroll (RIP)
11.30 The Kelly Family (Ints)
18.00 People of the Parish
Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: F D’Souza, E Allen 
Church Cleaning: Team A Jackie
BIG CLEAN FOR CHRISTMAS ALL TEAMS PLEASE

Hand in Hand: P Kelsey & C Doillet (Sat) A Ferrgira & A Araya (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: L Campbell, R Vergara, L Quiza
11.30am:  L Campbell, N Mangoba, B Dela Cruz
London Citizens Events

Our Stories, Our Streets, Our London, 15th December, 10am-4pm. Starting with a seasonal pageant from Whitechapel and finishing with an assembly in Hackney at 2.30pm.  Speak to your organiser if interested.
Mayoral Issues Workshop, 08th January 2012, 2-7pm.  Speak to your organizer if interested.

Mayoral Accountability Assembly, 26th April 2012, 7-9pm. Put the date in your diary! (this will be a ticketed event only for member institutions)

Baptism Parishioners who want to have their children baptised in our Parish are asked to attend a Baptismal Course. The next planned courses will be on Saturdays  07th January 2012 and 25th February 2012 from 2pm – 4pm. Please pick up a pack from the Parish Administrator, your forms will need to be completed and returned in advance of the course to guarantee your place. Spaces are limited. 
Looking for For our fortnightly 6pm Sunday evening Mass we need another guitarist and a violinist.  Please contact Jonathan on 07725973047 if you can help.

Cake Sale The next cake sale will take place on Sunday 18th December after 10am Mass with a Christmas flavour.  All donations of cakes etc welcome for that day and you can buy in time for Christmas.

Christmas Message The Christmas Message, with times for all the Christmas Masses, will be available at all the Masses this weekend.  Please take a copy for your information.
Wednesday 18th January 2012: 7pm – The Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held at St Mary of the Angels Church in Moorhouse Road, W2.  The theme for 2012 is “We shall all be Changed” and the speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Stuart Jordan, Chair of the London District of the Methodist Church.  More details nearer the time.
Gift Aid Does your gift aid reflect the change from 28% to 25%? When the basic rate of income tax went down from 22% to 20%, the value of Gift Aid also went down – from 28% to 25%.  The Government therefore introduced Gift Aid Transitional Relief to make up the shortfall but this finished on April 5th 2011.  May be some people might Gift Aid a little more to make up the shortfall in our parish.
Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £672.48 Envelopes, £760.99 Loose. Total £1433.47
Many Thanks.
Have a good week. 
Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








