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4thSunday of Advent ~ 18th December 2011
Fr. Michael writes:   The Gospel today does not begin with what Mary does; it begins with what God does through Mary.  When Mary is chosen to be the Mother of God’s Son, God’s choice of her is not a reward, rather, God’s choice of Mary is the result of God’s freedom to choose Mary from among all women.  When God chooses Mary, his choice makes her worthy, as his love has made her full of grace.  The difference between us and Mary is not that Mary was chosen while we are not; rather, it is that she fully responded to being chosen for her role, while we remain hesitant and half-hearted about responding to what God asks of us.
_____________________________________________________________________
Congratulations To all the children baptised into the Church yesterday Annalise Corner, Tarquin and Julian McAlinden and Remi Turnas.
Parish Carol Service Many thanks to all who contributed or supported the Parish Carol Service last Sunday evening.  May I also thank St. Francis Women’s Group who served the mulled wine and mince pies.
Christmas Reconciliation Service The Reconciliation Service in preparation for Christmas will take place this year tomorrow Monday 19th December at 7.30pm.  We welcome Bishop John Arnold and some of the local priests.  This is the best preparation we have for Christmas.  Please tell your family and friends to come along.

Christmas Envelopes This weekend again, Christmas envelopes are available for your offerings at Christmas. These are your personal gifts to the priest of the Parish.  Together with Easter Offerings they make up his salary.  If you are going away over Christmas, you may wish to drop the envelopes in the collection or at the Presbytery. Thank you.
Nativity Play Welcome today to our First Holy Communion children who will perform the Nativity Play immediately after 11.30pm Mass.  All our welcome to attend.
Christmas Cards Will be on sale after the Sunday morning Masses in the Parish Centre. These will be in aid of our Refurbishment Fund.

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes On Saturday 11th February 2012 at 2pm in Westminster Cathedral the Archbishop will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes with Mass.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered during the Mass by the Archbishop and Auxiliary Bishops.  If you know of anyone sick or infirm who would like to participate please give the name, contact details and helpers name and details to Paula, the Parish Administrator ASAP.

First Holy Communion Parents The next parent’s talks for First Holy Communion children will take place on Monday 16th January at 7.45pm in the Church.  This will be on “The Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  All parents should attend.

Flame Congress 2012, Wembley If you are a young person or a young adult, you may be interested in coming along to the Flame Congress, at Wembley, 24 March 2012.  Many thousands of young Catholics are expected to attend.  There will be local and international speakers to help us grow ion the faith, as well as music and an atmosphere of joy and participation.  See: http://cymfed.org/congress/flame/2012/ for more details.  If you are interested in attending please speak to your parish priest.
London Citizens Events

Mayoral Issues Workshop, 08th January 2012, 2-7pm.  Speak to your organizer if interested.

Mayoral Accountability Assembly, 26th April 2012, 7-9pm. Put the date in your diary! (this will be a ticketed event only for member institutions)

Baptism Parishioners who want to have their children baptised in our Parish are asked to attend a Baptismal Course. The next planned courses will be on Saturdays  07th January 2012 and 25th February 2012 from 2pm – 4pm. Please pick up a pack from the Parish Administrator, your forms will need to be completed and returned in advance of the course to guarantee your place. Spaces are limited. 
Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
09.30 Restituto T Niverba (Int)
Tues.
18.00 Jim Cody (RIP)
Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(St. Peter Canisius, priest and doctor of the church)
Thurs.
09.30 Anne Shortt (RIP – Anniv)
Fri.
09.30 Private Intentions
(St. John of Kanty, priest)

Sat.
17.00 Leete Family (RIP)
22.00 Helen Olive (RIP)
Sunday 25th December 2011
10.00 Josephine Connors (RIP)
11.30 Benjamin T Niverba (RIP)
Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: S Nersy, J Nersy (SWAP) 
Church Cleaning: Team B Marlene
Hand in Hand: TBC (Sat) TBC (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: S Ungsal, H Mitchell, M Sinel
11.30am:  D Baladhay, M A Comeda, Y Niguas
Christmas Services I give below details of all Services from Monday 19th December through to Tuesday 03rd January.  If you did not take a Christmas Message then please keep this newsletter as there are a number of changes because of Bank Holidays

Mon. 19th December    – Mass as Usual 9.30am

                                        Reconciliation Service 7.30pm

Tues. 20th December   – Mass as Usual 6.00pm

Wed. 21st December    -  No Mass Today

Thurs. 22nd December – Mass as Usual 9.30am

Fri. 23rd December       - Mass as Usual 9.30am

Sat. 24th December      - No morning Mass

                                       Confessions 10am to11am

                                       Vigil Mass for Children 5.00pm
                                       Carols 9.30pm

                                       Midnight Mass 10.00pm

Sun. 25th December     - Masses 10.00am & 11.30am

The Church will close after 11.30am Mass today.

Offerings on Christmas Day are your gifts to the priest of our parish.

Mon. 26th December     - Mass 11.00am

Tues. 27th December    - Mass 11.00am

Wed. 28th December     - No Mass Today
Thurs. 29th December   - Mass 9.30am

Fri. 30th December        - Mass 9.30am

Sat. 31st December       - Mass 9.30am

                                        Vigil Mass 6.00pm

Sunday 1st January 12 – Masses 10.00am, 11.30am &

                                         6.00pm
Mon. 2nd January 12      - Mass 11.00am

Tues. 3rd January 12     - Mass 6.00pm

Masses thereafter as usual

Looking for For our fortnightly 6pm Sunday evening Mass we need another guitarist and a violinist.  Please contact Jonathan on 07725973047 if you can help.

Cake Sale The cake sale will take place this Sunday 18th December after 10am Mass with a Christmas flavour.  All donations of cakes etc welcome and you can buy in time for Christmas. Profits in aid of Refurbishment Fund.
Christmas Message The Christmas Message, with times for all the Christmas Masses, will be available at all the Masses this weekend.  Please take a copy for your information.
Wednesday 18th January 2012: 7pm – The Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held at St Mary of the Angels Church in Moorhouse Road, W2.  The theme for 2012 is “We shall all be Changed” and the speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Stuart Jordan, Chair of the London District of the Methodist Church.  More details nearer the time.
Gift Aid Does your gift aid reflect the change from 28% to 25%? When the basic rate of income tax went down from 22% to 20%, the value of Gift Aid also went down – from 28% to 25%.  The Government therefore introduced Gift Aid Transitional Relief to make up the shortfall but this finished on April 5th 2011.  May be some people might Gift Aid a little more to make up the shortfall in our parish.
Diocesan Retreat Fr. John Farrell OP will lead a diocesan retreat for parish adult formation leaders, volunteers and those who would like t get involved in parish adult faith formation on Saturday 4th February 2012 from 10.30am to 3.00pm at Nazareth House (Hammersmith, London Road, W6 8DB).  For further details and registration pack including directions and plan for the day, please contact ausrakaraliute@rcdow.org.uk or call at 020 7931 6078.  Lunch will be provided.  Suggested donation £14.00.  Please register by 20th January 2012.

Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £602.60 Envelopes, £532.23 Loose. Total £1134.83
Many Thanks.
Have a good week. 
Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








