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Our Lord Jesus Christ, Universal King ~ 20th November 2011
Fr. Michael writes:  The Feast of Christ our King which we celebrate today, brings to an end the liturgical year.  Next weekend we begin the Season of Advent in preparation for Christmas.  When we think of a King we think of someone who lords it over people. But Christ is not like that.  Christ is the one who lives among us, and came not to rule but to serve.  He gave himself totally while he lived on earth.  Even as he died he was still giving to those around him.  Today he needs us to serve.  He has no hands but ours, no feet but ours, not our own, that we are called upon to dispense, his love, his forgiveness, his mercy, his good news…..
_____________________________________________________________________
Sympathy and Prayers Our sympathy to the family of Alan Bracher whose funeral took place here last Friday.
Congratulations To Rosie Newman, Jehiel Ngwana and Raphael Thomas baptised into our Church yesterday.
Congratulations To Magdalena Zguda and Mark Burrage married here yesterday.
Retiring Collection This weekend at all Masses there is a retiring collection for the Catholic Youth Service. This is the Body which advises the Bishops in England and Wales on issues of youth.

Christmas Fayre – Saturday 26th November 10.30am – 3pm

The Christmas Fayre is next week.  Please continue to bring in any unwanted gifts and presents, new bric a brac; books; toys; CD’s; DVD’s; jewellery; groceries; handbags; new electrical goods in boxes; bottles of wines and spirits.  We will particularly need cakes; buns; tarts; pies to be made and brought to the Parish Centre next Friday evening or Saturday morning.  We need many more bottles as we have few at present.  We need a few more vouchers and prizes for the auction.  Finally, we need you to come along on the day to make it even more successful than last year.  If you kindly took raffle tickets to sell, then please drop the money and counterfoils through the door of the Presbytery.  We could do with a few volunteers to help lay out on Friday evening and to help on the day. 
Welcome This Sunday we welcome our choir who will sing at 11.30am Mass.

Confirmation Programme In January we begin our Parish Programme for those in Year 10 and above of secondary school.  If you would like to join and be confirmed in your faith next June in our Parish then please write to me giving me your name, address, email, telephone number, date of birth, school and the reasons that you would like to be prepared for Confirmation. This preparation is only for parishioners of St. Francis and the last day for candidates to apply will be Saturday 10th December 2011.
Advent Afternoon On Saturday 03rd December from 2pm-4pm in the Parish Centre, there will be an Advent Afternoon of activities for the children of our parish.  Tickets for this event to cover the cost of materials and refreshments will be on sale this Sunday after 10am Mass.  We are limited to 75 children so please buy your tickets next weekend to avoid disappointment.
First Holy Communion Parents The next parents’ talks for First Holy Communion children will take place this Monday 21st November at 7.45pm.  This will be on “The Mass”.  All parents should attend. 
Cleaning Rota In recent months our cleaning rota have not come to clean the Church.  If you do not intend to come for the cleaning of the Church then please let Paula our Parish Administrator know and we will find some new people to replace you.

Looking for For our fortnightly 6pm Sunday evening Mass we need another guitarist and a violinist.  Please contact Jonathan on 07725973047 if you can help.

Eucharistic Ministers There will be training for all new Eucharistic Ministers and any old who may need practice on Tuesday 29th November at 7pm.  If you recently signed up to be a Eucharistic Minister please come along to the Church on that evening.

Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
09.30  Holy Souls
(Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary)

Tues.
18.00 Denis Sisley (RIP)
(St. Cecilia, virgin & martyr)
Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(St. Clement I, pope & martyr, St Columban, abbot)
Thurs.
09.30 Holy Souls
(St. Andrew Dung-Lac, priest & companions, martyrs)

Fri.
09.30  Virginia & Danilo Pempengon (RIP)
(St. Catherine of Alexandria, virgin & martyr)
Sat.
09.30 Musas Family (RIP)
18.0  Holy Souls
Sunday 27th November 2011
10.00 People of the Parish
11.30 Helena Olive (RIP)
18.00 Holy Souls
(First Day of Advent)

Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: L Quiza, L Campbell 
Church Cleaning: Team D Vanessa
Hand in Hand: P Dean & L Blannin (Sat) K Agbo & J Kingham (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: D Baladhay, F Da Silva, T Santos
11.30am:  Y Yasin, S Boyle
Dates for your Diary
Monday 21st November 7.45pm First Holy Communion Parents Talk

Saturday 26th November 10.30am Parish Christmas Fayre

Sunday 27th November 11.30am Rite of Acceptance for RCIA members

Tuesday 29th November 5.30pm Westminster Cathedral Mass for Deceased Priests

Saturday 03rd December Advent Afternoon for Children of Parish

Sunday 04th December Bible Sunday All readers to be recommissioned

Saturday 10th December Last Day for Confirmation candidates to apply for preparation.

Sunday 11th December 7.30pm Parish Carol Service

Sunday 18th December After 11.30am Mass Nativity Play in Church

Monday 19th December 7.30pm Parish Reconciliation Service

Sunday 25th December Christmas Day

Tuesday 10th January 2012 7.30pm Meeting of Confirmation candidates and parents

Monday 16th January 7.45pm Talk to First Holy Communion Parents.

Monday 16th January 7.00pm Confirmation Prep begins

Saturday 17th March St Patrick’s Celebration in Parish Centre.

Parish Carol Service Please note for your diaries our Parish Carol Service will take place on Sunday 11th December at 7.30pm.  All our music groups will take part and all are welcome to attend.  This will be followed by mulled wine and mince pies.
Christmas Cards Will be on sale after the Sunday morning Masses in the Parish Centre. These will be in aid of our Refurbishment Fund.

Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes On Saturday 11th February 2012 at 2pm in Westminster Cathedral the Archbishop will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes with Mass.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered during the Mass by the Archbishop and Auxiliary Bishops.  If you know of anyone sick or infirm who would like to participate please give the name, contact details and helpers name and details to Paula, the Parish Administrator ASAP.
Women’s Group Jessica Kennedy from the West London Citizens is invited to speak at the next St. Francis Women’s Group on Monday 28th November from 7.30pm-8.30pm.  All ladies are welcome to attend in the Parish Centre.
Exhibition The artist Greg Tricker’s recent exhibition has recently been at Westminster Cathedral.  The exhibition “Sacred Light” with stained glass, paintings, sculpture and woodcuts has now moved to Piano Nobile, 129 Portland Road, where it will run until 10th December.  On Wednesday 30th November at 6pm there is a gallery talk by the artist at Piano Nobile.  All are welcome to attend the exhibition or the talk.
Thanksgiving Day A very happy “Thanksgiving Day” to all our United States parishioners for next Thursday 24th November.

Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £754.70 Envelopes, £739.69 Loose. Total £1494.39
Many Thanks.
Have a good week.
Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








