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Christmas Day ~ 25th December 2011
Fr. Michael writes:   “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us”.  In this world we will never understand fully the tremendous mystery and significance of these words, which we celebrate at Christmas.  God has come among us, to heal us, to teach us, to save us, to be a presence alongside us.  Because of that first Christmas in Bethlehem, the world will never be the same again.  The extent to which our lives are changed by Christmas will depend upon whether we allow this new-born Child into our lives, to transform us, to mould us, to love us.  The choice is ours.  As we kneel before the crib, as we receive Him in Holy Communion, let us ask for the graces we need to make our lives more Christ like.

May God bless you and your families this Christmas and always.
_____________________________________________________________________
Christmas Offerings All of the offerings from Masses today are your gifts to the priest who serves you.  Thank you for your kindness.
Christmas Mass Times The Church will close after 11.30am Mass today.  There is no Evening Mass.  The timetable for Christmas Services over the next days is as follows:

Mon. 26th December     - Mass 11.00am

Tues. 27th December    - Mass 11.00am

Wed. 28th December     - No Mass Today

Thurs. 29th December   - Mass 9.30am

Fri. 30th December        - Mass 9.30am

Sat. 31st December       - Mass 9.30am

                                        Vigil Mass 6.00pm

Sunday 1st January 12 – Masses 10.00am, 11.30am &

                                         6.00pm
Mon. 2nd January 12      - Mass 11.00am

Tues. 3rd January 12     - Mass 6.00pm

Masses thereafter as usual

Wednesday 18th January 2012: 7pm – The Service for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity will be held at St Mary of the Angels Church in Moorhouse Road, W2.  The theme for 2012 is “We shall all be Changed” and the speaker will be the Rev. Dr. Stuart Jordan, Chair of the London District of the Methodist Church.  More details nearer the time.
Gift Aid Does your gift aid reflect the change from 28% to 25%? When the basic rate of income tax went down from 22% to 20%, the value of Gift Aid also went down – from 28% to 25%.  The Government therefore introduced Gift Aid Transitional Relief to make up the shortfall but this finished on April 5th 2011.  May be some people might Gift Aid a little more to make up the shortfall in our parish.
London Citizens Events

Mayoral Issues Workshop, 08th January 2012, 2-7pm.  Speak to your organizer if interested.

Mayoral Accountability Assembly, 26th April 2012, 7-9pm. Put the date in your diary! (this will be a ticketed event only for member institutions)

Baptism Parishioners who want to have their children baptised in our Parish are asked to attend a Baptismal Course. The next planned courses will be on Saturdays  07th January 2012 and 25th February 2012 from 2pm – 4pm. Please pick up a pack from the Parish Administrator, your forms will need to be completed and returned in advance of the course to guarantee your place. Spaces are limited. 
Looking for For our fortnightly 6pm Sunday evening Mass we need another guitarist and a violinist.  Please contact Jonathan on 07725973047 if you can help.

Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
11.00 Eriberto M Caranto (RIP)
(St. Stephen, first martyr)

Tues.
11.00 Dominic Roarty (RIP)
(St. John, apostle and evangelist)

Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(Holy Innocents, martyrs)
Thurs.
09.30 Jim Cody (RIP)
(St. Thomas Becket, bishop & martyr) 

Fri.
09.30 Private Intentions
(Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph)

Sat.
09.30 Denis Sisley (RIP)
18.00 Josephine Connors (RIP)
(St. Sylvester I, pope)

Sunday 01st January 2012
10.00 People of the Parish
11.30 Ann Green (Sick)
18.00 Molloy Family

(Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God)

Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: M Moncherie, M Asefaw 
Church Cleaning: Team C Dandy
Hand in Hand: C Douillet, TBA (Sat) Y Coudourier, TBA (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: C Sanz, E Pascual
11.30am:  D Baladhay, S Boyle
The Bishops of England and Wales are encouraging us all over this Christmas period to invite a lapsed Catholic to Church.  For them it may be the first step in coming back.  Please consider who you might home to Church this Christmas.
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes On Saturday 11th February 2012 at 2pm in Westminster Cathedral the Archbishop will celebrate the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes with Mass.  The Sacrament of the Sick will be administered during the Mass by the Archbishop and Auxiliary Bishops.  If you know of anyone sick or infirm who would like to participate please give the name, contact details and helpers name and details to Paula, the Parish Administrator ASAP.

First Holy Communion Parents The next parent’s talks for First Holy Communion children will take place on Monday 16th January at 7.45pm in the Church.  This will be on “The Sacrament of Reconciliation.”  All parents should attend.

Flame Congress 2012, Wembley If you are a young person or a young adult, you may be interested in coming along to the Flame Congress, at Wembley, 24 March 2012.  Many thousands of young Catholics are expected to attend.  There will be local and international speakers to help us grow ion the faith, as well as music and an atmosphere of joy and participation.  See: http://cymfed.org/congress/flame/2012/ for more details.  If you are interested in attending please speak to your parish priest.

Diocesan Retreat Fr. John Farrell OP will lead a diocesan retreat for parish adult formation leaders, volunteers and those who would like t get involved in parish adult faith formation on Saturday 4th February 2012 from 10.30am to 3.00pm at Nazareth House (Hammersmith, London Road, W6 8DB).  For further details and registration pack including directions and plan for the day, please contact ausrakaraliute@rcdow.org.uk or call at 020 7931 6078.  Lunch will be provided.  Suggested donation £14.00.  Please register by 20th January 2012.

Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £454.71 Envelopes, £678.80 Loose. Total £1133.51
Cake Sale £72.66 (towards Church Buildings Refurbishment Fund)

Many Thanks.
A happy and peaceful Christmas to all. 
Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








