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5th Sunday of the Year ~ 05thFebruary 2012
Fr. Michael writes:   Most of us live very busy lives.  We devote very little time to prayer and reflection in our lives.  The result is that many of us live very restless and spiritually impoverished lives.  Today’s Gospel shows us how in the midst of his most pressing work Jesus took time out to pray and to restore his energies.  It also provided him with a breathing space and a chance to recover mentally and spiritually as well as physically.  Whatever our role in life we too need to find that “lonely place” in our lives.  There we can reflect, meditate on the past and the future, draw up the balance sheet and examine the world and ourselves.  At the same time we seek out God and lay before him the totality of our lives. This kind of prayer will transform and fortify us.  We should all find a place and time for it.
_____________________________________________________________________
Retiring Collection Today is Education Sunday.  There is a retiring collection today at all Masses for the Catholic Education Service, the agency in England & Wales which advises the Bishops on matters of education.

First Holy Communion Next Friday we have First Reconciliation at 7pm for all our children in the parish preparing for First Holy Communion.
Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes Next Saturday 11th February is the Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and World Day of Prayer for the Sick.

Dublin Eucharistic Congress (10-17 June) Archbishop Vincent Nichols will be leading a pilgrimage from Westminster diocese to the International Eucharistic Congress in Dublin from the Wednesday evening (13 June) till the Sunday (flying back in Monday 18 June).  60 places have been booked on this pilgrimage.  As well as the daily celebration of Mass, there will be talks each day by internationally known speakers, and a great variety of workshops on themes connected with the Eucharist. Pilgrimage Office: geralddaly@rcdow.org.uk; 02077989173.  You can also make your own arrangements independently and join the Westminster delegation as and when you can.  You can book through the Conference website: www.iec2012.ie by credit card, for a single day, a 3 day period, or the whole week.

Lenten Prayer Guiding Programme This Lent there will be a period of guided prayer for young adults in the Diocese.  This is an opportunity for young adults to deepen their relationship with Christ with support from a prayer guide.  After an initial gathering, where they will meet their guide and learn more about the accompanying relationship, they will meet the guide once a week for the five full weeks of Lent.  The guide will help the young people explore prayer and journey with them as they learn more ab out themselves and their relationship with God.  It is hoped these individual meetings will be run across the diocese.  There are a limited number of places available, so contact Sr Emma Nolan at Vaughan House for more information or to book a place. emmanolan@rcdow.org.uk (Cost £10-£30)

Tuesday Get together Club Every Tuesday afternoon there is a get together club for Senior Citizens from 2.30pm until 4pm.  Cost is £4 to include Bingo, Tea & Cake.  Everyone is welcome. Please come along to meet new friends.

Cleaners Needed We need a new team of cleaners for a Saturday morning rota to clean the Church every 6 weeks.  All men and women welcome, although just three or four people working for about an hour is adequate.  Please contact Paula, Parish Administrator as soon as possible.
Hand in Hand The Hand in Hand Group would be grateful if all those with collection tins could please return them after Mass on the weekend of the 25th/26th February.  A member of Hand in Hand will be available to collect them as you leave the Church.  They will be redistributed shortly thereafter.  Thank you.
Please pray for the Family of Rose Ann O’Donovan whose Funeral Mass takes place in our Church on Tuesday 07th February at 10am.
Mass Times and Intentions

Mon.
09.30 Anna Sexton (RIP- Anniv)
(St. Paul Miki & companions, martyrs)
Tues.
18.00 Peggy Hodgson (RIP)
Weds.
Church Open for Private Prayers
(St. Jerome Emiliani & St. Josephine Bakhita, virgin)
Thurs.
09.30 Paddy Murphy (RIP)
Fri.
09.30 Modesto Niverba (RIP)
(St. Scholastica, virgin)
Sat.
09.30 Sean Corkery (RIP)
18.00 Tommie Creighton (RIP-Anniv)
Sunday 12th February 2012
10.00 Thanksgiving – 90th Birthday
11.30 William Hayes (RIP-Anniv)
18.00 People of the Parish
Helping in the Community next Sunday

Counters: A Paiva, J Orti
Church Cleaning: Team C Dandy
Hand in Hand: K Agbo, Sr Yvonne (Sat) A Rotundi, Sr Yvonne (Sun)

Hospitality: 10am: M Anani-Agbo, A Aniakor

11.30am:  S Kiner, A Reed
Pilgrimage I have organized a pilgrimage to Ravenna, Loreto and the Franciscan Shrine of Padre Pio from 21st – 28th September 2012.  The pilgrimage features return flights from Heathrow; centrally located hotels; a tour manager; daily Mass; the Christian Mosaics of Ravenna; the Holy House of Nazareth in Loreto; the Veil of Veronica in Manoppello; the Church of the Eucharistic Miracle in Lanciano and the Tomb of Padre Pio.  Cost £868.00 inc shared accommodation; 7 Breakfasts; 7 Dinners.  Applications forms from Fr. Michael and further details. There will be a meeting for all those interested on Tuesday 7th February at 7pm in the Parish Centre.

Flame Congress 2012, Wembley If you are a young person or a young adult, you may be interested in coming along to the Flame Congress, at Wembley, 24 March 2012.  Many thousands of young Catholics are expected to attend.  There will be local and international speakers to help us grow in the faith, as well as music and an atmosphere of joy and participation.  See: http://cymfed.org/congress/flame/2012/ for more details.  If you are interested in attending please speak to your parish priest.

London Citizens Events

Mayoral Accountability Assembly, 26th April 2012, 7-9pm. Put the date in your diary! (this will be a ticketed event only for member institutions)

Baptism Parishioners who want to have their children baptised in our Parish are asked to attend a Baptismal Course. The next planned courses will be on Saturdays 25th February 2012 or 21st April 2012 from 2pm – 4pm. Please pick up a pack from the Parish Administrator, your forms will need to be completed and returned in advance of the course to guarantee your place. Spaces are limited. 
Altar Servers Would all altar servers please note that there will be an altar servers practice on 25th February at 1.30pm in the Church.

Parish Council Meeting At the Parish Council meeting last week we decided that on Sunday 22nd April we would hold a new Parishioners Reception between 3pm and 4.30pm for all those who have moved into our parish in the past couple of years.

International Mass On Sunday 24th June at 11.30pm we will hold our International Mass and Lunch celebrating our diversity and different backgrounds and cultures which is an important feature in our parish.

100 Days of Peace This year with the Olympic Games in London we are Churches and communities and schools have been asked to celebrate 100 days of peace as in the early Olympic Years.  The Parish Council will organize a Parish Picnic in Holland Park on Sunday 8th July at 1pm in which as a parish we can meet together organize our own St. Francis Olympics in sports and generally enjoy the afternoon.

Dates for the Diary

Sunday 13th May at 10.00 & 11.30 First Holy Communion

Sunday 20th May at 10.00 & 11.30 First Holy Communion

Saturday 09th June at 18.00 Confirmation
Marriage If you wish to get married at St. Francis or anywhere else you are required by the Church to give six months notice and attend a Marriage Preparation Day.  I am organizing a Marriage Preparation Day on Saturday 10th March from 1pm to 5pm.  If you are to be married in 2012 and would like to attend this day please contact Fr. Michael for further details.

St. Patricks Day falls on Saturday 17th March.  If you are interested in forming a little group for a St. Patrick’s Night Social please contact Fr. Michael ASAP and I will arrange a meeting. 
Diocesan Young Adult Retreat/Pilgrimage We are organizing a retreat/pilgrimage to Rome in September.  Full details have yet to be confirmed, but will take place 14th to 19th September and is likely to cost between £550 and £600. Staying at the Villa Palazzola outside Rome.  The itinerary is yet to be planned, but the time will include input, periods of silence and communal prayer, discussion, community building and a visit to Rome.  A real opportunity to take some time to pray and think about God in a centre of our faith. At this point we’re hoping to assess the level of interest.  Please let Sr. Emma know if this is something you would be interested in hearing more about at the address above.
Offertory Collection Collections for last weekend amounted to £693.77 Envelopes, £800.25 Loose. Total £1494.02     Many Thanks.
Have a good week.  

 Fr. Michael [image: image1.png]
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Mass Times


Sunday  10am, 11.30am & 6pm


Monday  9.30am


Tuesday  6pm


Thursday 9.30am


Friday     9.30am


Saturday  9.30am & 6pm (Vigil)








Reconciliation


Saturday


10am – 10.30am





Holy Days of Obligation


9.30am & 7.00pm





Adoration of the


Blessed Sacrament


Monday, Thursday & Friday from Mass until 12 Noon





Marriages and Baptisms by Appointment








